50/80 CELEBRATION COURSE - HAYDN FOSTER SENSEI 7TH DAN - INSTITUTE OF AIKIDO

In celebration of the remarkable achievements of Haydn Foster Sensei, a course was arranged by his senior instructors to mark his 50th Year of Aikido as well as his 80th Birthday at Bisham Abbey National Sports Centre, near Marlow over the weekend of 2 & 3 June 2007.

To put the importance of this event into significance, Foster Sensei began his Aikido career in the 1950s at the Hut Dojo, Hillingdon, under Abbe Sensei and Ken Williams Sensei (who formed the Renown Society in 1966), and was awarded his 1st Dan by Abbe Sensei in 1960, 2nd Dan by Nakazono Sensei in 1962 and 3rd Dan by Noro Sensei in 1969. Therefore he has been at the fore-front of aikido since its inception in Britain, and indeed remains there today
However, the course became a surprise for Foster Sensei, as guest instructors had been invited to take part, including those from old-school days such as Henry Ellis & Derek Eastman, as well as those from today’s aikido namely Barbara Moss (Principal YAUK), Gordon Jones (Principal UKA), Wasyl Kalashnikov (Principal KSMB), Tony Yates (Yoshinkan), Philip Smith (UKA), Quentin Cooke (Principal ADL) and others. The course was attended by 60+ aikidoka from various associations, all of whom appreciated the grounded teachings of Foster Sensei. Letters and well wishes were read out from instructors and friends around the world.

We presented Haydn Foster Sensei with a whisky glass engraved from Stratford Phoenix Aikido, for which he thanked us all, especially those that made the trip.

Ric Costigan

